29. KILLING COWS SENT BY
SAME SANYASINS

As Ananthaguna Pandya killed the serpent, the
Jains, who had followed it, ran away. They, however,
persisted in their endeavours and decided to send a
demoniac cow to achieve their purpose. They hoped that
the saivites, being Hindus, would not harm a cow. They
performed a Homa and demoniac cow emanated from
the sacrificial fire. They directed it to Madurai.

The king learnt about the cow's march towards
his kingdom. He and the elder citizens of Madural again
prayed unto Lord Somasundareswara for help.The Lord
sent Nandhikeswara to tame the cow.

Nandhikeswara attacked the cow and killed it.
The place where it died is called 'pasu Malar
(Cow Mountain) now. The king and the people of
Madurai heaved a sigh of relief. Nandhikeswara stayed in
the form a Mountain ^nd returned to the Lord in his
sukshinta (abstract) form. The Lord was happy at what
Lord Nandhikeswara had done.

Sri Rama, son of Dasaratha, stayed for some
time on the mountain form of Nandhikeswara with his
retinue and the vanara (monkey) forces. Agastya met Sri
Rama and explained to him the greatness of Madurai.
Sri Rama, therefore, took his' bath in the Golden lotus
tank, worshipped Lord Somasundareswara and prayed
for success on his expediton to Lanka. The Lord assured